168                         MEMOIRS   OF   LOUIS   XV

he mentioned, and had heard nothing. The
Count was pardoned, on account of his youth.
The Dauphin made him confess the truth, and it
was looked upon as a childish freak, to set people
talking about him."

The King disliked the King of Prussia, because
he knew that the latter was in the habit of jesting
upon his mistress, and the kind of life he led. It
was Frederick's fault, as I have heard it said, that
the King was not his most steadfast ally and
friend, as much as sovereigns can be towards each
other; but the jestings of Frederick had stung
him, and made him conclude the treaty of Ver-
sailles. One day, he entered Madame's apartment
with a paper in his hand, and said, " The King of
Prussia is certainly a great man ; he loves men of
talent, and, like Louis XIV., he wishes to make
Europe ring with his favours towards foreignlittle Count, it was known
